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Ironworkers On The Move

Make It Easy 

On Yourself

Y
ou’ve decided that now 
is the time to make your 
move. Interest rates 

are reasonable, so you’re 
going to build. In addition 
to the excellent financing 
opportunities, you may be 
thinking of saving further by 
handling much of the planning, 
design and materials selection 
yourself. But you may want to 
reconsider.

Consider the hassles

Even the smallest 
construction project can quickly 
become a monstrous, time-
consuming nightmare simply 
because so many tasks are 
involved. Management of the 
program involves overseeing 
all phases of definition, design 
and organization of the project, 
as well as management of the 
construction phase. The process 
is a complex, timely one that 
may cost, rather than save you 
money in the end.

“Fabulous!” “It’s breathtaking!” “How incredible!” Those are 
just some of people’s reactions to Local 395’s new home.

“It has exceeded my expectations,” says Jeff Chidester, Local 
395’s Financial Secretary. “It’s magnificent,” adds Mike Summers, 
Local 395’s Business Manager.

April 21, 2009, marked the beginning of a new era for the 
International Brotherhood of Ironworkers Local 395 with the 
completion of its new union hall, located in the Ameriplex at the 
Port Development in Portage. The 16,000-square-foot, two-story 
facility boasts many state-of-the-art amenities and technological 
upgrades to better meet the union’s growing needs.

The Ross Group’s team understood the requirements of the 
union’s management and membership, and developed a plan 
to improve efficiency for the operations and administrative 
staff. To accommodate the union’s growth, the facility features a larger meeting hall, executive 
suites, a conference room, a day room and a kitchenette. Oh, and did we mention the six-foot 
bronze ironworker’s statue, created by nationally recognized sculptor Richard Kiebdaj, that stands 
proudly on the northeast corner of the new building?

Key members of The Ross Group’s team, which consisted of Senior Project Manager Dave 
Humbert, Project Superintendant Joe Young, Director of Business Development Kirt Witham 
and Safety Director Terry Elliott, met tirelessly with Local 395’s building committee to ensure 
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that the project ran on schedule, 
met everyone’s expectations and 
was completed with no accidents or 
incidents. The building committee was 
comprised of Mike Summers, Doug 
Strayer, Jeff Chidester, Bill Sopko, Jeff 
Veach, Rich Gamblin, Tim Deiotte, 
Kevin Cheeseman, Brian Cheeseman, 
Mike Kosinski, Janet Komacko, Tina 
Stevens and Tom Williamson.

“We worked very hard to see 
this dream come to life,” says Ross 
Pangere, The Ross Group’s President 
and CEO. “Ironworkers will benefit 
from the new facility for years to 
come.”

Make It Easy… continued from page 1
Rely on the experts

Keep it simple by relying on design/build professionals like The Ross Group to 
design, manage and construct your entire project. With The Ross Group handling your 
project, you can set your mind at ease and concentrate your valuable time on running 
your own business.

From initial preliminary design to signing off on the punch list, our experts will be 
there, working for you and with you to make sure your goals are achieved.

The Ross Group, your single source building professional, will help you define the 
specific parameters of your project. Everything from functionality to aesthetics will 
be explored. This initial planning can make or break the budget, your completion 
timetable and the overall efficiency of your building program.

Multi-faceted savings

The Ross Group, as part of your design/build team, specializes in finding long-
term, cost-effective design and construction solutions. Using a process known as value 
engineering, we will determine the best materials and systems needed to get the 
job done, and done well. Savings will be realized in terms of maintenance economy, 
energy efficiency, usage flexibility and longer building life.

The Ross Group also provides expertise in fast-track construction. This method 
of overlapping building tasks can—and does—cut days or weeks off the completion 
schedule. Again, the financial benefits of these time savings will bolster your bottom line.

Professional managers

Along with managing the technical aspect of your building program, the 
professionals at The Ross Group must have excellent “people skills.” We act on your 
behalf in supervising the work of subcontractors, various tradespeople and interacting 
with a range of permitting agencies. Meanwhile, you receive timely progress reports 
that keep you abreast of where the project stands at all times and, as always, your 
input and ideas are crucial to the excellence and accomplishment of the finished 
project.

Leave it to us

Make it easy on yourself, and leave the building to us. Give Ross Pangere a call at 
219-764-9932 when you decide it’s time to make your move.
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